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TAGS: EAIR, DM, UR 

SUBJ: SOVIET-BENIN AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENT 

REF COTONOU 1954 

1. IN COMMENT PORTION OP REPTEL, EMBASSY EXPRESSED ITS BELIEF 
THAT HERE WAS A CLOSE CONNECTION BETWEEN FINALIZATION OF THE 
SOVIET-BENIN AIR TRANSPORT AGREEMENT AT THIS PARTICULAR TIME 
AND THE SOVIET NEED OP RELIABLE AIR TRANSPORT ROUTES TO 
ANGOLA. WE HAVE SINCE ACQUIRED ADDITIONAL INEO THAT WOULD 
TEND TO CORROBORATE THAT THESIS. 

2. SOURCE IN ENINESE PORNMIN HAS CONPIRMED TO US THAT THE 
SOVIETS HAVE REQUESTED RIGHTS FOR ANGOLA-BOUND FLIGHTS TO 
MAKE "TECHNICAL STOPS" IN COTONOU. 

3. SOVIET AMB INFORMED US ON DEC 29 THAT EXACT PARTICULARS 
OP SERVICE INVOLVING COTONOU HAVE NOT YET BEEN WORKED OUT, 
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AND THAT FIRST FLIGHTS NOT LIKELY TO BEGIN FOR A FEW MONTHS 
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YET. ONE OE HIS SUBORDINATES TOLD EMBOEE A FEW DAYS AGO THAT 
USSR IS NOW CONSIDERING A ELIGHT EROM MOSCOW THROUGH SOME 
POINT IN EUROPE TO COTONOU AND THEN ONWARD TO EITHER BRAZZA- 
VILLE OR LUANDA. ACCORDING TO THAT SOURCE, ONE OE ADVAN- 
TAGES SOVIETS PERCEIVE IN RUNNING SUCH ELIGHTS THROUGH 
COTONOU RATHER THAN LAGOS IS THAT AT COTONOU AIRPORT, WHERE 
THERE IS LITTLE ACTIVITY, IT WOULD BE SIMPLE TO BRING ELIGHTS 
IN AT ANY TIME, AND EASIER EOR AIRLINE PERSONNEL TO WORK 
THAN IN LAGOS WHERE CONGESTION AND DISORGANIZATION PREVAILS. 
(NOTE: HERE THE SOVIETS CAN EASILY ARRANGE ALL THE SECURITY 
THEY WANT, AND IT WILL BE FRIENDLY.) SAME SOURCE INTIMATED 
THAT USSR MIGHT POST TECHNICAL PERSONNEL HERE TO SERVICE THE 
AIRCRAET. SOVIET AMB HAS INDICATED TO US THAT AN AEROELOT 
MANAGER WILL BE PERMANENTLY STATIONED HERE. 

4. OUR INQUIRIES ON THIS SUBJECT WILL CONTINUE. 

ENGLE 
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